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bftttl« try of tliof«'wiio wQotd try tO;l^pme miting* 

^ cQ^&tmcm In tclml ud sode^ sliould be, ^'Lmxh to Write; Write 
to ie«^t^^* fmttcs «oiad^4iave us eiblesen^ tliis on evtry nail 
in every clessroo»:' Just M,tre* wm beli^ thai every teacher is 
a teacher of reeding, «f would Uk^ t«^foster tiie idea that eveiy^ 

? teacher is Tesponsihle {pr^belj^ng stodents iiprove their jtriting 
stills^ M% do the 50b of tte englijili teacher^, hit to do their' 

^ OM^ jobs* ifttter/ ' Fot ^mm^ tei!bhers» it Bay no^be ea^ to see how 
Writiogf can fit into centent are* iaatructioii ot how It can, help 
students understand the stO^ect Mtter being work^ with» but^it 
is not i^ssible^* * 

— ^&HQniy leeis (1976) .his~in(|nesae<i the slogan another way^ 



Vire do not mite in order to be understood; tre write in order to 
imderstand*" That is ttue in^all ^ufe^ect areas is reinforced 
by C* Fred^Carlisle»\ guest editor of an Eaglish Joumal i£ue 
devotitfd to discussiiv the iAtexdiscipllnary writing interest which 
ctfi be shai^ hy English and science teadi^. ^ natter How 
well a student understands a scientific concept or regardless 
of how well he or she nay h%ye done an eAperiBent, unl^ess that 
stiident can explain (or represent In mm way) the' concept or 
experinent clearly^ soaethtiig ifill be lost, ^d it niy be tha% he ^ 
or she does not» in'fact^.understjuid eiiAer the concept 03^j^^ 
inent very well>f* fcarlisle> 197S» p*35*360 Som ny say that 
this-fis ftne^ for science, hut it doesn't apply to physical education 



for c«i)41ciwlw»ittr)r rfiuteiiation trtlidni in tKej^^s* ^ 
by- assignios essiys on tbt -fubj«ct» iihll« tMc^rs of Host ec<m* 
Wcs:»itht :s«t "thffir stu^ts to lixitint co^MkOofcsJ* (PAdiman « 
ana.AoMurav p*1140 ^ v 
^ . this suUo pzovi4«s & xttifl^e jmd j^ggos^s sonr a^tfyitios* 
for teacfhers to "eonsldar ^t thiy mtlc tbfether in all subjcict aatter 
aroay aii4 share the rtsponiibilitias bi halping their stu^ants to 
wtite-.--Sowe^f-^Ciactiyitte>^^~ ljft^^ in ^ttu^^and . 
lend ^ie:iselves t& ttitt^ teaching artaagwMiits in trtiish EngUsb/ 
laAguage^^rts teachers join nith tAdiars*fron other dis£i|>}ines 
t6 t««ch thetoi c un its in tha huMnitlas^ creative, arts^ science . 
(ff social scieiices> In sn i^h armngnimtij tha tiirTinri um\^ 

\ 

coQj^exttlveJx pKui and c^bry <ut insl7uct;ion in itays that woul«l 
Kelp then leixn about each othar^n ditcipline^as iMl as ptunritie 
lesr^ng fro* an Integrmted r^tiier than an* isolatediterspdctlva. 
^1 Other activities! are fuggisted that siqpport the integration 
of .wrlt^Ag into given content ^rea^ but ^ not neeessarily depttid/" 
upon the cooperation across secondaty departnents* * ' \ 

\ Althou^ this guide nay seentM>re ajvprcpr'iatet^or middle and 
secondary school .teachers than elaMt^ry^ special care has been 

taken to tfiink about activities that* axe apprcprlaU for each level 

* * . • 

of schpoling as well as acios^ the curriculus* Too oQe^ in 

1 

the process of teachiiig^ «^ all forget that wa Mist 'ha about *'get-* 

ting stufileiias to integrate writing into* their everyday intellectual, 

activities; becaule on^ whan it is a %oanon tool for thinking*and 
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sold imtix QDOTU 4>u m xmo^ ^ 



**TM]Ud]if aik cit*tiiit in s^enc*, tbt arts, and Mthwntics 
is not tfUt diff«f4vit* Sclmtist and i^st alUta try to tmdfrttand 
aipocts 0*2^ Toal£^|i to ci»iciiv# of £iport«it pxo^«B posod Iff lifa 
or.tha norld and tlwn to bring all ttoix hfrntai Smltias, .intuitiva « 
as Mftll fts Mtional, to i^on Ftodocing a solution or craatlng 
m ^lanation or a^bodyliif a thoufht or a fealiag* 7^ mot fdcus 
tJiaiT attantion i^on diffax«nt*a^pacts of xoality, but tbair lAyi- 

o*f t)iinlcitif ax« not ndic«llx diffax«nt*^th«r« ax« mtlie«atici^' 

♦ * 

idiosa thoughts ax« assentially poatic and poats i«hosa i«ords axa- 
MthaMtical* Tharrara d#tr«ts of intuition, ^tionality^^bold* 



\riass. 



caution, (randnass, or »tticulou$iia$s iit all cxaativa tbiidc* 



'exs. Tha nora schools sapavata axaaa of thought the «or« thay ' 
ancouraga young paopla not to think^n any of th«»**' 

Hatbart R, Kohl, 1976 
*Tha taach^ng of litaracy laist ba a 5Chool*tida concam, not just 
tha ra^onsibiljlt/ of taachars of English*/ Tha calL;i£» «v^ry ' 
taachar a^ taachar of Englisl})^*^ is ona that has btanUfniad £ra- 
quantly. Yat as often as not, tha subjoet taachers^ hava raspondad, 
not by taaching teading and writing, but by aslcing, *tfhy d(m*^t « 



English taachar^^ « bettor *job7* It^saan that emyoiia in tha 
schools valuas literacy, * *y«t by and large, faifi are willing to 
take oik the rasp<tosibiltiy for teaching it* Thus, English sUlls 
bacoM locked into English courses, and students fail to see vpy 
pli^cation in other courses* Man aahad uf write in history, ghvy 
pTw^tly foicg^ everything they ever learned and write badly; 

^ o ■ * ' ■ • 



^iiImA ass 



tilt sUlls^oI Englfsh-voObultry. re^. p^ship-^ 
.-^ betn *1W to- drift off ^i^to i$^l^td^ampm^ts. 7 

J? ■ Stephen Jttdiy>-iff80* 



t •■ '•t^ew of Ustoty. vogr^yt »cl«ice.- «ith«;«lc,; busWs and 
' ^ »«Iini«l toom». hoM •A«K»lc5. pl^alc^ eduction. »«lc. art 
■ ■ «ad othtr «A3*cts to Uvm* m «»»r* of the interloctting 

; !*• dotting teU^ «n<i tiipt«tl^ l5 to lew* th. te^hlnj of - 
iittfttage to the English tetcher." ' '\ - " 

* * ■ ■ ^ ' Ken Styles «nd Gray CgviM^,~1980. ' 
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II. Middle/Junior High, HighlSchool— 

A, wtrroiG Acnvmes im the niwtfincs ■ k * 

bMdlwi, with a£flSmfit,«q^is d«#iBdliig on th»^ teitilm** sph- * 

finflish to »siffi (am) mdins snd WTitlnf in-hii/htr coutsts; 
; t1u» t«tch«r 'iMds Mxely to bfine knovtcdge of thcf field'to the « ' 
* ^ cliifs «i(d chtwMl ii thtouiih itadint/writliif * . Si«il«rlyi, thou^ « 



* jMtmmint o£^^e^«rt^ »d histot;; In orter to teich IwttilUes^ 

mod notr fM haaiictppod by lick oC a tpocialixed dagree' " 

. ■ % - • - • * - ' 

tht Gatlish discl^nn«« Hit talk of tbe ^lish teiclMr^-* 

' ' . is ^o halp stul^ts pt«te and ttndamand languafi as it is usad in 

tha ht»Aiiitios» not nttassafily to teach history or am literacy i 

can be tatvlit anywhere it ii*needdd»v though it is ol^ious thkt 

'\ ft > 

Inturdepartaentml and interdiseiplinary cooperation mI^s teachinf ' 

both the subject and t&'laiicua|e'eiiier>'* 

* " • 

• ' \ Stephen Jiidj, IMO * 

■ ^ . t* * . " * ^- 

^ Ife have te tctoowledge^ without ^estion» that lanfuagv* ^ 

' ' ^' • 

\* sk ills are nec eisaiy__foif understaadint^^and^nteipr^ing the t 
kwwledfa Mquire^ln historyJart; wsic and'^iteialtuTe*. Writing 

* leqnires aubstfnce, and the content areas provide^ wealth of 
Ideaik^ 'TtUy -are interdependent t *4rThe English teadf'^ ^l^uld be 
will|t$g-^'use hisiMy and social studies ^teat nlong widi 



* * 



litwrato*^ b«ric^Biiglifk sUlls Mmltls. Jit tlw^twf'tiM 
^^l^^toV iBd social stiidi«s^MKlier shouU^bt optn to the pos* 
««ibllUlos tlwt «r« awllAlo' throaih tho i]it«nation ^ tliolT t 

contotit tdth that o^ E^glisl^* 



it * 
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^ ■■■■ ' ■ ••/. -■ ■ 

■ . • / .-: • - ii . 



■ • ■ 

*^As 1ltii4*ll JShasoo s«id» you c«a*t wktt uritint* You hsvt to 
tiritt •bow SQMthiiif * * -*Tlift aoaniivfttl study of iMigMfe, in 
othor word^, wist bo About tbo tvlttionslilp of lnvufo to iMll^, 
titiethor tho ''subjtct** is tdstoiy, politics, biology^ Toligion^ uar» 
or Wfthi^ olst* 

^ ^r^l^M^J^^1t^*n..sfi4^CKarlos .lloilt'Ttii^ 



. ^ Follotdni sx« soM sugfostions^T tho Intoftstion of th^ 
; hkinclUties idth^EfKglish* ^ ' 

^ ^Hiwo 4* supply of ptpexbacks^ mafsxitnos and notn^tpeis* 'tKty can 
be used as sugplenints to textbooics* Covpmtivo i^tlitg catt take 

f-' — ■ 



pisce in botik social studies/histofy and litorvture* 
^tOien the st)Mlfnts^iiTite» wdce the*putposo clesr stid as real as 
possible^ -Uelp^thtm find inUrostiag thliigs to sMyi then guide 
.thea tliTOUgh the i«riting structures* Xf the assignmit is of 
interest to the students, they will ^ motivated to explore the 
langfttge they need to c p— un icate with their audience* . 

1^ stiidents 'i«rlte Stories at^d plays as i«ell as essays and tests* 



> Th0y can criticize filns, literature and factual articles* Itritlnf 
pbetry can t»e part of history as t#ell as English* 
\ -Explore the Mys lai^i^c 1^ used in society for persuasion and 

» -Explore the draaa in J>oth stiident writing aiU. literature by 

I - 

, percbiving literature as «*draMtic exchange, firsts aMong 

characters or idns on the page» and second between the ^writer ^atid 

* 

4 the reyiir* - ' ^ , " 

-Provide audiences for student vork» using school en% IocaI nevs* 



f 



1 o 



^ pifttt and a^fatlMt sudt as Sd»ltttic * Hik» M clmss book of - 
^^(iY«ii'«Mi|inMitt* ' Cncouitgo ml ^ dnmtlc ToadJbgs of tihftlr 
*«rltliift*' -Ikkiiv tlMir writhing ^blic is i«port«it becius^ it 
- >ittt$Mt th* sonse of tho'l^nguage lad its uso/ ' 

* * ^TtMt thi studMtt writing^- part of tht Uterattno of a class. 

^ lildlt ar«;iiot ^aullmcrs or Havinfiiays their writing is*wide 
up'Of jwlf^iavolvsMfit^^attatioiis,^ idaas, wiJs^*iiHl^ it^esarvas a 

-*AsUgD Ustoiy/social ttudias' i^aiiii^ and writing in English 

class; ^ . ' 

^ . .* 

wDamlap an intardiscipliniry consultant aystMi* When a teacher - 

' ■ ■ * * , ■ 

.p is about to .give a test or assii^a pa^r, ^encourage constiltatiofi 
#ith -other tatffbets for ideas on how to palce the assignaent one 
: tha^ encourages good student writing* - . , 

* , -Stndlitudeats outside the 'school on ^signaent to see |anguafle 

as it is actually used in ncn»school sititatlons'^IE^ccmxage 
^* to vrlte irm their own experiences ahd observations* 

Source: Jiidy, Stephei; The Ws of ti^racy* Oxford University 



**7he study humnities mst^'M far^|K»re than & 

j^atterifig of naltas, djtes, fr«at words^.aiid the basics of arts,' 
and hiitory* It mat* * *tncUl^ the individual student* * ;We 
experience the^^i^ld; we explore the self; i«e cmmicate with 
.others atwut the self* in coaposing, utiidikd Has chosen aany 

' different foms and Mdia: carving' on cave iral}& to 'mofd 
events; telling nyths and legends to estplain the tinbioim; writings 
podtry «id stories: ^creating pop songs and films* * 

*' ' ^ / Stephen N* Judy, 'l98p 

The suggestions followihg are soae ways teachers of other 
sUbjecu, particularly history and social sidles, cart beoottd 
iiivolved witVthe coiposing process. ^ 

-Include appealing *ficti€ti and non-fiction books related to your 
subject, ^ ^ ' ^ 

.-Coordinate with the English departaent and teach the writing sUlls 
i%(^red for your subjects 

*Give creative writing assignments 'such as short stories, magazine 
article, pl&ys, slide, tape presentations, or an outline for a 
TV- special* ' 

'Hake ywt assignments cone alive by ei^ha'sizing the pmqpose and 
providing rejiL audiences « li^te to somebody (each other, outsider, 
relative, a busineidt) for i^^purpose^^to persuade, to t^ch, to ^x* 
plain* - * . - ' ' 

*Ke^ joMmtfl^-'-jot down observations and reactions to speakers, 
films, and readings. -"^ ' _ 

^Assign intcixviews* They provide for a wide range of English skills 



II 
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-OFtl language, thiiUdng and synthesizingt wMch in tarn pwyide for 
the writing skills: tra&sctlbing^ writing and editing* 

'-Send student" writing to be published in scfuol.or local itewspi^^ers, 
or «ake up a class book of a particular assigment* ^ 

;L"Create a guidotto writing in ypuB field* Then 4^1icate it for - 

* ^ - ri^ ■ ^' - . * ^ ' 

next year** stud^t's* * - 

* / * ' ' ' ^' ' ■ 

-Explore the literary forms cotmeeted with your subject-^-novels, 

'Shorty stories, plays, dramas* Bring in literary worW by 

your subject-matter people such aa;'^ John Kennedy and tfinston 

.-Churchill. ^ , '— 



'Study th<^ origins of specialized vocabulary. J^Ompare popular aitdt 

technical language use, * *^ ^ 

J^Translatef** ttotbook studies in^fclangitage that can be grasped by 

younger children* ■ 

•^tfrite from experience} investigate topics <£f current concern^ 
research conteoqwrary concerns and issues. - 



-"I 
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■'^The^iiidt.or-tluM piwides a of orffWizini, m& synthe- 
sizing theteteriais fim^ variety pf*$ubjects in the* humanities 
As nsitlt scM natttral bribes axe i^omed^ , Hie ^hews below* 
.howver/^ijicltide only those activities that tjould involve voting 

skills* ' ^ / 

Ihe Roarini TVenties I Bm the class: 

-Hove observation to wonts, using an educational photograph set 

I" 

^Re^earch the^hlstoxy, art and .auslc -behind ::he subjects of the 

* ' * ft ■ ' , ■ ■ 

photographs, then use the aaterial imcovered to write stories^ 



poews, rep^s and articles. 
^Create tit&s £br the 'photographs. 
«Hake c<Miiparisoi£s contrasting th^ points i^t view* 
.-^Cimt e iuginf ry dialogues* ^ 
«Note^ SOTSory iipi^ssions in-joumals^ 
'Use a seqt^ential serUs 'of pjiotographs t^ create a, stoty- 
-Crea^e'a handbook of 'events and^nav^s yw by year. 
-^f>*ed'and analyze the best sellers of ^the day, l^uch 'as Sinclidr 

Lewis/ Main Street, F* Scott Pltzgeral^*s Hie Great Gatsby, or 

H^fiatiO Alger's Rag£ed Dick .' 

-^Prepare an in-^depth project report, fi^or slide and tapes* 
Ttestward Ho t Have the class; - j 
«SiBulate a trip west back in the ISOojs^ 

'Research, analyze and synthesize the Materials uncovered in history 
taking^ notes, making outlines and writing reports. 

rCreate posters to attract settlers^ • 

- * ,1 r ^ 

-Write .trail guides— sent fnwi thos^e aljready there* 



f 'Hk«p<d« ^n'tm. to those 1>iclc hone* 



.^.■"'fcromto Till T^lo$*' - ' , ' ^ ' 

^Croato pQ«M ^ojqpondiikc to What they see aloiig the vay (introduce 
narrative pootry); ^ ^ , ^ 

*~^*lfrite p^tys about the hard life cut West* 

-ffi^te iMfinaiy.biogr^hies of lesser knom hejroes and hetoioos* 

^ \ ■ * ■ ^ 

•%to^gosa qbort stories about the trip as well as life on the f^tier/ 
-Create 'e sMll tOHn newspiper* \ . ^ 

-Vrite JibttTtD guides ^for building a hcmse er planting a saall fam* 

' - \ ' ^ - . ^ / 

^gulairtiy the wastMaxd Miv«Mnt in booklet form* 

\ ' / ^ - ■ 

^ Personal txploraticn Have the class: ' - ) . 

*Read popular* personal ^^^ql«rience books* ^ 

-Explore MMyrlef fros early childhood, including historical evAits* ^ 
-E]q^lore^^»hTent concems-*reiated thsuelves and the vo^ld* ' 
-Respond by writing: short pilots, short stories drawing fron per* 



^sonai- eitperiencea,- personal^po^ens, letters to a cid^^^iend. 



aialoi^s involving a coMon eaqieidlence, aiitobiogriphies^;i|3dim 
flyths, and ]pfovei^s* 

-Create filmstrips and^tape recordings with dialogue* 

ttami Ke l atlons (Monds and.enaades, youth and -age, conflicts, 
faj^ly reietionships, rebellion) 

1* Xfttcrical perspectives (e^g* W II)* Haxe the class = 

^ •^Develop outlines in order to*understipd the chronology of- 

' • ■•■""■■^ 

evertsV. ^ , 

^*1frite sunuries of articles read* ^ / 

* ' J 

nitrite reports on people, places and events^ - 

1 
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;2> Utemy iuvolvettent' usiii|[ such books*4& Iht Logd of the Plies^ 
: .^ A S*ptf«te Peace, Roweo and Juliet', The Outsiders and ^^fs* ^ 

Ktye the class; ' 

/ * ■ * . ; ^ 

-Iftrite plays*. ■ . ^ ^ * / 

-'Create shoift Atories. , ' 

^GfMpose pdMS of conflicts ^ S • 

-Hake im letters to aj|d from the characters UtvolVed*' 

'-Write dialogues of thei^ cm conflicts. 

* ' . ; 

'-Trj^ litexatx analysis. , 

3* Bridges— Hoif They^Affect Htaumity HaVe the class^?'- 

. * ■ * ' ; ■ 

-'Kead'^l^s like; MicKener*s, The Sridges jat TokcTii^ Qie*s, 

Bridges and Men. Boulters, B^riidge Oyer the River Kwai* * 

-Research fanbus bridges and write reports nhich incliide 

/f investigation into function, history, aesthetics and censtiuc- ' 

^Listen to susic that could inspire^ poetry; ^'Bridge Over 
Ttouiled Waters**, ;*Ode t<* Billy J«." : 



-Create a mllti-media presentation involving bridges in thi airea 
of the^chool or state: i^tography vith descriptions,, original 
shon stories, original poetry, and script writing and editing* 



PURIHER ACnVtTtES FOR WRItlHG ACROSS THE HIWNITIES - 

Htve studmttsf ^ ^ ■ r ■ V 

, ■ ^ ■ ■ * ' ■ 

?Inv<r;itt a new pin^duct,. then*-* , ■ * ^ 

Write a'philosophy for thel^ new service. ■ 

JGxeate a business ham and logo. \ 

Write advextlsenents * ^ 
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Design p^ekagln^* ' ^ ' * , 

Write ^jlAglcs* , * . ^ 

Wfite job descriptions. - , * 

Write contracts* " ^ * * 

'Write articles for a newspaper from twq different approaches*- 

straight Jitm Reporting .and sensational fwrltlng in the style of 

Vyellow foumallsm"), using ev^ts that happened In the past. 
*<*Create travel 'brochures and landmark guides. 
*<*Write a gossips colusm about celebrities at a specifl<^ tine Inc 

Wstory* , * ' - 
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'Prepare questions fbr an Inter^ew idt}i somtone who lived during 
a particular historic period, or who understands a current Issue* 
,*Keep a Values notebooV-^made up of values they hold or which others 
'hold-^'things they hear, pictures thay/_^ee"liicluding values, tjjey 
discover that are both ilka andr different from their own* 

y ' . ' . * 

-Combine a word and photo esray on current key figures who have 
influence in tHe" world today* * , " ' 

-Write Issue' .o]dented editorials"* 

-Write letters to the editor on current,' local or natlon&l Issues. 
-Wtlte poetjo^ using history, social studies or art as the subject 
Blatter* . * i ^ 
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«>Keep a diary though they were a clOiracter durinif a particular 
historical period* 

^Ci^^te posters for some issue, or historical ^vent* 
-^trite ttodem myths* 

Teachers who are intf^rested iiv thematic units "in the human- 
ities may wish to examine, the follpwing publication ^available , ^ 
from the Hational Counci^ o£ Teachers, of English, llll Keynon Road, 
thfbaiia; ^1 linoiV 631801 : 



Thematic Units in^ Teaching English and the Humanities 

^ ] ^ 

Sylvania Sparni and Mary Beth Gulp,, editors 
Committee on Thematic Units (1973, 208p.) 

These 15 unit plans focus on getting students involved in English 
the Kay^they are involved^in li£e«>-questionin^ reflecting, 
probingi wondering, and sometimes rebell|pg- The plans are de* 
signed so that students use all their language sicills as they 
learn values and critical thiiilcipg* Included-ate units on death, 
the speaking voice> the search for selt, tural culture and folk^ 
lore*, the poetty of work, **^ow to eat a po^" (an introduction to 
poetty), Utopias, kinestasis; an intxo4uction to filininaking> heroes 
and heroism, mass media and the repres^tation oJ^lifej, the indiv-* 
idual conscience vs* establishe4 a^hority, science fiction an4 the 
breation of tomorrow, the occult, growing old, family life, antf . 
the literature of sports. 

Published^in a loose-leaf f<)mat and available with or without 3- 
hole binder, 'rtiematic Units will accomodate the teacher's own 
materials as well ^ additional units forthcomings . Each unit. 
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includes an overview, general objectives, notes on evalbatioiit list 

of materials needed, daily lesson pelvis, suggested relaW acti^ 

'vities, supplenentaty reading,- bibliograph/t and selected teaching 

materials fdr.use in class^ Hie IS units are sold as a set* 
^ > * 

T beaatic Units in Teaching English and the Humanities 
First Supplement -(I977; dSpO 

Five a<lditional unit plans suppleiAen^the fifteen units included in 

TfiOTaticiJnits In Teachktg English and the ^Humanities* Hie addi- 

■ ♦ 
tional units*deal with divorce, the Exodus theme in*blac)c American 

i 

literatmre, -male/female roles'in literature and the media, the 
24ew Journalism and the 5tu4ent v^ice, and speculation about l^e on 

. I 

other planets. V ■ . • 



\ 
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WRITING ACnVITIBS Hi lliE AREAS OF MATH AND SCIENCE 



'Torbcgin ifitbf science and literature are both pro'ducts of ^ 
tfve human niind; they are^siffiply different vays to predict the 
future." CCunnin^hao, XZft) He can broaden this statement to say . 
that they are also ways "to explain the past and comment on the' 
present. Science and literature are not -two discrete entities; 
they are,d;^ther> two ends of a continuum.. Tltey both need words to 
record i^hat they Tperceivi^ to classify/ to theorise and to verify^ 
and teachers need to shcv a particular field. ' 

^ Vocabdlary \ * " * 

tin many cases> vocabulary' can be a problem for the student. 

*Kords can have specific meaning in science or math that differs 
frop the more general meaning the strident has, learned before (e»g. 
cell> forced set). Or -the word may be specific to science or 
math, and thus be new fox the student (e.g. genera, isosceles) i 

" This means that the teac'Ker must provide clear instruction on ■ 
the vocabulary needed and sufficient opportunity to practice, ule, 
and master it. To do this, a teacher could encourage a cumulative 
.diotionary o£ the words of a imit by having student?: 

-Make a dictionary of the words, defined so that they could be 

^understood by someone outside of the class. 

rMake signs, posters, or ads using or telling about the words* t 
-Ifrite a poem using at leastj.tcn of the vocabulary words, 
^l^it^ couplets 3S mnemonic aids.^ 

-Make-.a lift of vocabulary that are meta{>hors; starfish, sea 
cucumber, s-curve. ^ ^ 
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Description ' 

^ Fred Carlisle, writing in the April 73 issue of The 
^ Enjlish Joarnal points out three kpproaches a scientific writer 
aaj^ ude to describe somethinje, 

/ 

1) The wfiter may choose to wr|je an "objective** descripnon, so 
that the reader can visualize clearly the* color, sizet shape, 

and so forth of the*thing being described. * 

^ * * * ■ 

, * 

2] Using a creative approach, the writer may compose an impre^- 

sionistic account that gives the thought? and feelings stln- 

ulated by the ol^ect* ^ • 

■ • 

3) Or, again creatively, the writer may do a narrative based on 

% the t'Aing being descrilfcd ^hat indirectly provides a des- 

* ■ ' ^ 

, cri^tion of it* The teacher can point out^the different ef* 

f ects -achie^'ed, and provide opportunities for students to^* 

*Write poens, 'or personification stories about the thing being 

described* 

•Observe an insect or animal closely* Krite a careful, accouht 

of its actions and tell the account in story fomlfor a7o^S^ 

- child. ^ . \- 

*Hfite news articles for the bulletin boai^, the school news- 

■* 

paper, or the local newspaper, des'cril^ng recent class work or 

t ' 

experiments, rectembeslne that audienci^^differ in their know- 
' ledge of the material and laa^ng adjustments, 
-Grow crystals and write ciystal^^^Taped "^weins describing 

them. ' Describe other things, such'^as fish, flowers, or tri- 
< angles, in the shape of the thing being described* ^ ' 
-Write descriptions of things in^xhe room, or si^en on a field 



trip, ^without naming tH« thing being described* then see if 
others students can identify it* 

■ * 

^Try to describe soiacthing in tems of only-<me sense-*- tasii^t 
touch, Mghtt^soundt sQell*a^dI^^scribe Khich is e^iest to' 
use* , * 
Reports ^ 

Much jrriting in the math and science areas imolves reporting 

on a* process* Such activities as describing an experience pt^fomtd 

or observed, or 'explaining a datheoatjlcal process being usedt«^e- 

quire clear, accurate, and complete descriptions of the actual 

event, in proper order* This ^ftitiiig. does not reflect the writer's 

hopes or feelings* buDxather the actoal events* The teacher can 

of grc^t help by presenting and discussing acceptable models of 

type of writing, an<j^requiring*thA these standards be 

mei^ ^Robert Graves, in his article **Balance the Basics: Left them 

Write,*' quotes a studenti **I learned to write in a che«dstry course 

in hi^ school, ' The chenistiy teacher was a stickler for accuracy 

^nd eco^y* Writing tj^ 'lab reports was really disciplined 

writingA I be^an to see things differently*" 

Math and \cience teachers caii have their students try; 

* \ * 
-Writing out the process of ^olving^ math problem* 

^Giving directions for drawir^g geometric figures, * 

^Making 1^ a story problem that fits the mathematical stateoent* 

-Making up a math game and writing directions for playing it* 

-Writing directions for making a b£kg^catchert or preserv^ng^aniiaal . 

tracks/^ \ ^ » - ■ , 

-HTlting myths that explain how stoms or othqr phentnaena develop ' , 
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and ccmtrtstifig this with ^ factual explanation of the process* 
*;)rritiiif a sinfle*cSt>ncept book^^^t for a younger chxld that'eSqplalns 
i'^TQCtss^ realizing that adju^tvetits in vocabulary and amount of 
: detail will have to be ude* ' ^ . 

*Claniili a fil«-strip/tape that shows the process/ - . ^ 

^ * ^ * . ^ V 

Research Reports ^ ^ ■ * 

"One vejikness that frequently occurs- in science writing is 

aost obvious in research reports, which can becone inere copying or 

* . rephrasing of encyclopedia entries* Judy, in Hie abCs of Literacy , 

(p* 2ftft) offers three sources^ of infotil^^ for scientific re- 

ports: ^ \ ' 

1* Huaan resources/ su^ as asking an operator of a magnetic, ^ane» 

a »teorologt9t» or a worker in an electronics f iira about 

' vagneti and nagnetisii* 

-it * 

2* Experisental sources, or lab work^ . ■ * ^ 

3. Reading sources.^ . 1 

Using all o^ these, instead gf just the last one* tends to avoid * ^ 

lere regur^tation of the encyclopedia infoxnation. Students viho* 

because of the subject of ^Hefr report^ are limited to that lalst' 

source will have to be shown methods of gathering information that 

. * ■■ " 

involve tault£)jle souTce^» and the technique of interrelating the 

« ** * 

resultant facts* Students could: ^ ^ 

^ * I 

•Practice writing up interview questions they might^sk in gathering 

aaterlaS* 

' ^Write ^rt stories that contain' the information of t^e report, 
^tfrite an introduction for a book* 'condensing the infoioation so 
that it's understandable to the average reader, \ , - ^ 
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'*Vrlte a creative story dx plas^ fxonk the point^f vijei4N>f the^ubjt^ct 
of tKe report. * ' - ^ ' ' . ■ 

-Write^d Report in poetic fora* * * < / - 

-Bxtfnd tht report by pxedictlng what wfll happen in* the *^ture« 

,bas*ed in' the infotnatitn in the report. 

^Plan a campaign of social protest^ or legislative actlon^.in 
action to the infonaation in report* * f 

-Prepare a filnstrip- qr video*tape of^the infoimation. ^ 

-l^rite a script for a'TV^documentaty on the :nibje^t< 

>■ ' - ^ ^ 

Adjusting tot Audience * * \ - 

Because of the ooro technical voc^bul^ry ttmt occurs in oath 
and %cifnce classes^ it Is important to be sure that the students 

' - * * : 

^are considering the ai^ience the/, are .writ:ing for* Students 

should have practice^ in all fonas of writirig» in adjusting what 

the/ write te the level of scientific or^mathetaatical knowledge 
* * 

of their audience* Students should also le&m to appX/ to*thcir 

vtrixing wbdt Klausen (p.7S) refers to as the l^fulbolland Test; . Can r' 

/* ^ 
a-£yplcal lieader in the group the/*^ writing for tmderstand what 

the/ wrote? (Klau^sen used a custodian nanejii^anie/ flulholland as 

his sounding DoaxdO .Students can practice adjustitig for audience 

by: ^- ^ ^ 

* % * - 

^Writing up the description of ah activiT/ in class for tvro different 
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audiences* for example* the teacher anii the IocaI newspaper. 
'Writing a aescripti^on of the" coutse for students who would be 
* 'taVing that ceui^se tbe fbllowing year, ^ , 

''Making fiingle-cond^pt booklets for students in a lower grai^* 



Teachers «sp^ci&lly interested in the teaching of ^ciefVtif^c 

^ writing should examlT\e Hie English Jpmnal. ^ril, ^978. _ T^e whole 
" * ■ ^ . * - * * 

issue^ is devoted to a discussion of the mtual concerns ^d Inter^ 
^ * • ' 

ests of English teachers and science teachers* 

^ Feature articles iiicluded are / 

'teaching Scientific UTritin^ Humanistically: From^Theoryr 
\ ^ ^ to Action*** ^ . ^ 

^ * ^ "Scientific toiting:* One Scientist's Perspective^^ 

f ■ 

^Putting Context into ftass Media Science Writing: A 
J 'Journalist's Persapective*'* 

4^ *^ut X'We Never Tatjleht Scientific and Technical Writing 

§pforeI'* , / 

"Integrating Science and Hr^ng; a Biology Instructor 
and an English Teacher GeV'I'ogether.** ;^ ^ 

' ''Science Writing: Who? What? How?" - * ^ » 

^Teaching ideas include: 



"Science in the EngJlish Classrooa?" 



"Two Technical^^ Writing Assignments*" 

"Literature "^Through Science: Catalyst for Writing/' 

"The Mulh^lland Test for Understandability in Popular 
'Science Writing*" , 
^ * ' >^ 

"How*'to Invite Technology into the Classroom Without ^ 
Putting Poetry in the Comer*" ^ , ■ 
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C* .ACn yiTlES J?OE I«CORPQRAIIKG WRITIHg XNTO 



DRIVER WCCXTim^ HEALTH^ HOME ECflHOmCS^ INDUSTRIAL ARTS . 
MUSIC. PHgSlCAt EPOCATIOM AKP TRI^ VISDAL ARTS . 



4 Writing opportunities caa create! la every discipline* 
All fiel<M of study offer Impressions and create reactions that 
^^can.be e:iq^reS8Gd In words. .Though we have cat^orlsed activities 
by subject, fecpmmcnd^ that ,you read all sections since many 
Ideas coujd be adapted and used In )four area^ 

DRIVER EDUCATIOM . " , ^ ' 

Have stridentsi 

-^Wrl^e a description of a traffic violation or accident they vitn^sed^ 
'^Practilce filling our accident forms^' 

-^Hrite a paragraph arguing the necessity of certain laws (e.g* "The 

55 M. P- H. Speed Limit Should aiangfed*6* / 
-^Vrite "tests** for their peers with statements taken from the textbook 

or State Motor Vehicle Manual* « ^ ^ 

^Nrlte new traffic laws and justify their passage. 

-Research the hlstory"of a traffic sign or signal In their neighborhood- 
* Kou Uong has It been there? ffov do residents feel about It? 

-Interview Driver's License Examiners with questions bralnstormed in 
class (e.g^ What advice wotf^d you give to 16 year olds taking their 
first driver's test?) and write a "Guide For Taking Your First Driver 
Test.") 



HIALTH _ } ' ' f 

*^fiftv« ctudents: ' , ' ^ ' 

*CteftC« « quefttj^oniwrie and Interview tt\elr peers about drug use— 

niCDCine, caffain, alcoholt matljuana, etc^ 
*K«p a Hat of evei^thing they eat^oo a given day and analyze It 

Itt terms of nuttldonaX value* 
^Urite*the directions fot fltst aid ptccedures. 
=liitervlcM eoneone-in~the health ptofeaalon &bout a topic cf^ 

stud^t tntetest^ 

^tftlfe a dlteccory of diseases that effect membets/Of thelt age 
group, and desctlbe the aymptbtts and tteatnents fot each^ 
BOMS gOOHCTlICS , ' ' , ■ 

Haye*«tudents; ' ' 

-thrlte cleat dltectltfns fot a ptocess^ In clothing ot foods (e^g^ **How 
^t^ Hfsi « Skltt," "Hew to Fry a Haaibutget**) . 

"Fltn a nuttlrlonally adequate aad interesting diet fot a teenaget^ 
-Write tepotts on soutces of vital nuttlents, flbets ot tesoutceSp 
-Use act;ivitlea involving leatning the vocabulary of parts of a 

tewing machine, types of cooking utensils, oi; ways to cut vegetables 

ot ifeats* 

^Vrlte stotles for childten in a child-^te unit* 

^Wtlte lettets-*of invitation to a meal. 

—to get itiformation for a tepott . 

—on consumet problems^*^,^. v 

^Intervieif othet students about their household tesponsibilities. 

7Wtite skits of family situations fot a fainily living unit* 

"Flan informational posters. 

"Wtite a sctipt fot a fashion show* 
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-Dd m rMMXch p*p«^ m tht clothing of foods of dlff«r«iit cultures 
or groups* 
IMPOST&IAL MtTS 
Bin «twl«nts; 

-Urite cletr directions for a ^roouirorking procedure (e*g* "Hov to. 
^ Build a'Booksltelf JO and compile .theft. Into a ^*GUlde for Qandaade 

furniture*" . . 

^Explain aone technique In .terms that a.Beginner could understand* 

(e*g*- *W to Wire a L»iq>.*0 - \ ^ 

-Prepare safety vanuals and/ot posters for tHe shop classroom* 
-Prepare a aales campaign for a class project* 
^Hrite ^he story of how a class project was con^le^d (e..g* "From 

Spark Plugs to Exhaust System: The Story of a Kebuilt Chevrolet 

fiagine*' for publication In the student newspaper^ district newsletter^ 

local newspaper or national magazine.) 

MDSIC . 

Have students; * ' . 

-Write '\rord pictures*' that music **paint8*" 
-Compose advertisement Jingles. 

-Ifrite down feelings and Ideas while listening to music* 

-Write a musical comedy as a class activity* 

^Research an instrument* - 

-Write a radio Interview with a^con^oser* 

-Critique musical performances attended* 

* 1 
-Write original lyrics for music* ; 

-Compose poetry to jausic* 
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PHySICAL EDUCATION " - 

. students watch a basketball player, gymnast, or runner, they 
can observe the play of muscles, the pleasures, pain and the pressures 
oT^o^eSitixrcrrr^ie^emot-lons^rhy thms — and-sounds o f th let Ic 
activities^ Then they can express, these in written form in some of 
the following ways; ^ ^ ^ 

*List impressions or collect descriptive words. ^ ' 

-^Hrite announcments . * 

"tfidte sport reports ^and newscasts « 

-Create original cheers^ - « ^ 

-Hrite acce^tance'speeches^ 

-Besign^sports %yardsv ■ '\ 

"Coiiq>08e original school songs^ 

* ' ' ' ■ 

-Write poetry and character sketches^ 

*Plan questioiis and write sport interviews « 

"Rewrite the rules for theix least favorite sport. 

VISUAL ARTS " ■ 

Have students: » 

-Write poetry or tales about the mask-faces ^ey make* 

^Create a story or poem stimuiated by a wet watercolor, melted crayon, 
smeared cbalkt or oil swirl f^ainting. 

-Write, lies, tall tales, riddles,^ poems and stories about paper* 
sculpture animal creatures 

-Design ecology posters or bumper stickers after making J|mk sculptures 
-Create limericks about vc^^table creatures^ 

-Create ft comlt Strip* ^ ' ^ 

-Write biographifts with portraits^ 

-Write 'W-poems" or autobiographies, illustrated by silhouettes or 
personal collages^ - ' , " * * - 



^JD. moSXXQgg WRITmb ACROSS im COmCDLUM / 

' ,~ • 

5tu4^ts often btve difficulty orgaoitlttg tboujhtB and 
^ isforaatloa In p«rj|grApb or ctfsay font* They seem unetle <or trnvl],!-^ 
lug) to liiclu4c enough infotwtlon to support their poeltloUt or 
they use Irr^eveut loforaetlon, Barry Beyer In article. 
^ entitled, "Teaching Basics In Social $ttt4ies,*' cites l^clever, 

appealing way to shew atttdents practical ways to organite thtlr 
' ideas la ifTitlAg* It is called a- **bud»irger essay*" 

' A wel 1*0 ruuti ted paragraph can reseoihle a hanlnirgcr* Such 
a paragraph^ )^MJa top toll', the tcplc setitetice, which atatW the 
paragraph's organiting idea* It also haa a bottom roll, a 
aentcnce which vrape up the paragraph hy stmurizing what the 
paragraph attests %o comuiicate* The *Wat** of the paragraph 
^conalsts of the Infotnation presented to explain, clarify, exesq^lify* 
lor support this wain idea* The 4ataila and examples used to explain 
the facts correspond to catsup and other condlnents which make the . 
. neat of a hamburger sM^re tasty* An esaay thus becones an extended 
^ paragraph. Just as a hamburger enlarged becomes s **Blg Hac." Each 
segAent or paragraph is separated ft<m the next by a transitional 
sentence' ' . - - 

Another way teachers can help students ii^ove their vrltlng 
..involves the use o^nore precise directions when giving writing 
assignments* Specify exactly what it is you expect students to 
do* Words such' as state, describe, explain, cospr^re and tell are 
often used to direct a^^ltlng activity* A teacher csn also specify 
the nuMber of ideas to be made or <ilacusaed in an assigned paragraph 
or essay. 'Ilescribe three causes of th^ Civil War.^* is flore useful 

■ * r / 
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to a student than ''Describe the Caused of the Civil War.'' t^'Aud-i^nally, 

' 'It .■ 

a Clearly underwood sy a teat for evaluating paragraphs or' essays can 
help students organize their writing*. For exanpler^^'teacher could ^ 
establish a policy that every five points requires a atatentent of a 
inajor idea, an example of the idea related to the topic, ^nd an 
-explanation ot hcM the i^dea is significsnt^ ^ Thus, in a fifteen- 
point essay on three causes of the Civil War onepWouLd .expect to 
fiiyl statements, explanations and examples of each of three major 
causes of this event^^ 

This syst^ guides students ^rid also allows "objective evalua*'. 
t^on of their writing!' For each correct '^stat>ement of a d^use, award 
two points, for an explanation another two points, and fdr an e^tample 
another point* This method actually helps . structure the students 
writing and can also be applied to the "^aniburger*^ structure* A ^ 
teacher tsight allow ten poii^ts for a typical paragraph, awarding 
"One poit^t each for\an introductory and concluding sentence and 
four points each for two "meaty" ideas— divide each se.t into two 
^ points for the statement of the idea, one for dn explanationi and 
one for an example rele^nt to the topic* 



\ ' - ^ ' 

-thoiisti cttrriculus 4*7 r«qiiirc ttudtnta to vrit« research 

papers or report^* there ia ofteii^lj^tle^ti^ 

activities that Motivate atiia«n£a and help'thctt discover topics and 

auditfnceii^ to trrit^ for* IVancy Dwotaky-in free WtitingI Group 

Approach pf f ers aose exercises that could becone part of studants' 

daily intellectual activity and give then practice for lopger* ^ 

vritipg^ aaaigtnaiitaj ^ . 

* * 

^ Rave students epgage in tea^putea of ^r«e writing either in 
tJht middle of what is*a lifeless discussion* or t^ovard the end of 
a lively class Wlacuaslop* Encourage students to react, per aopally, 
dowent or suttoariae what is or vas being discussed>. Collect aad.^ * 

* * " 

ahare ^otte of the rtactions^ * - 

In order to clarify students attitudes toward and Icnovledga 
Of a particular topic before it is introduced as a unit of study* 
t&ve thett spend fifteen ttlnutes vriting their reactions to a 
statement aboyt the area to be conaidera<{ (e*g* Before. a unit on 
"Population" have students react to a stateiaent lika "Bunting 

^ i ^ 

Shoul^d Be Restricted In This State^ or precede a unit on Planets*' 
by getting vritten reactions to opeitreodfd statements like* "If ^ I . 

wer« forced to m*ve from Earth* I would dhooge to live on 

<: 

becauae * *") 



of planet) 

< Another method ia to assign a piece of writing on a particular 
topic to be coinpleted by the end of the class pefiod* The vriting 
is to the s'tudents* response * ittpraasiona, feelings or an 
anecdote from a personal experience or a fantasy*-any thing, but it 



imist be peracmal and Infomil* Using life cycles as the topic to 
be discussed the nex^ dny, have them write up an ^erlence with 
birth or d«ath* The object Is to help them focus on the topic 
pereonally^ mt abstractly* Studeats who are willing could share ' 
the writings in groups or with the ^teacher^ ^ 

' Activities like these can help clarify thoughts, and provide - 
experience In uslng^Wrltlng as a tool of thinking* The work 
should be shared ^j^never students are willing to do so and should 
receive feedback froi£ class members, though grades and formal 

'^evaluation should bV i^^^^^^ the research :^apers and reports 

^ that follow these preyrltlng activities* , 

• w 

' ■ h ^ 



ERIC 



35 



32 



* -\yf In otder to succtstfully li^lenent «n intet disciplinary 

^ ^ V ( 

-ff /. - «pproAcb to vrlttftgt op«a cowmlcfatloiis ate a wMt* Va suggest 
-A >l that you try to dlscovet tha coMonalltlas that you haya with ^that 
7^^^Y\t%kchat8 fnd davalop Intat disciplinary teaching times Vhan t^^chets 
^toci dlffetent subject ateas and/ot gtade levels can votk togethet* 
* ' At the secondary level this might tesult In new Intetdftpattnental 
:^J'cbutses— **Wtltlng About Nat ute*' (science and ^gUsh), •'tfo/Man 

^j/3ffhe Xnctedlbl^ Machine" (biology, physical education^ health, and ^ 

^ * * * ■ 

^jL *^ £n^llsh)j^ Art of Bookmaking" (att, Industtlal att, snd English) 

I ^ /'^^j^a^^;^!^^ possibilities* Staffs could attange tenpotary 

Inta^^linj^^UT^ t;eachlng time* fot a partlculat unit* pontent 

. atea^'tewW^ ' could votk wlth^ Engllaji teachats on Atudtnt term 

' paptfrit, exatple. 

jS f ^ , " ^' -Wfe Idaajralttiatlon would pemlt taachars to meet each week 

or two to 4lj[acuBs writing In thelt classes and a school ot dlsttlct 

f ^ Jy, ^ adm^lsttatloo comltted tc Improving student writing would 

X ^ schc^ule^'tliza^tlme If enough teacheta demanded It an^l could justify 

-1^/ Its usefulness* An Intet disciplinary approach Is the Ideal system 

t fot fosretlng d&ntlnued , staff development, coopetatlon, paet 

suppott And undetstandlng^ , ^ o / 
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\\l Elementary Schdo! Activities 



The eleiaentary teacher In an Ideal situation for Integtatlng. 
vritlnS*lnto the content ateaa* He feel It *ls both linpottant.^d , 
necessary that this Integration occurs* Many times transfer of know* 
ledge from one subject area to another does not taKe place*, Writing 
In the content areas Is one method of help.ing children to ntake this . 
transfer* 

Keep In mlnd^ that one needs an audience for one's work* * ' 
Children tend io be ^re Inspired If they^ know their vork Is going 
to be read by others/ He hav^ollected^ Ideas tot content area 
writing projects,. The lists ate by no skcans exhaustive and Ideas 
listed under each heading are not to.be confined to a specific ^ 
content area, 

A* LWOJAGE -ARTS , , * 

1* Use spelling words to make rhyning groups. Hake and Illustrate * 

a^ rhyming book. « 
2* Fltid synonymst antonymst homonyms for spelling words. 
3* Create sentences using a apelllng word and a synonyn^ antonym^ 

or homonym* ' , " - " 

■ i . ' 

4* Make a. picture dictionary of vocabulary words* % 

^* Develop a glossary of spelling words* , 

6* Make up tfo^d Find pu22les for cui;rent spelling word^t or for ^ . 

vocabulaty words in any content atea- ' i " • ^ * 

1\ Hake a list of descriptive words. Divide thea into categories 
♦ 

' * 





8* Vrlt« dictionaries of <Qyoo]rMt bomijrMt aynonyMt preflxcat 

aulflxM> conpound Honda* ^ ^ 
/ f 
9* HilE* liata of coapouod^iiorda* Crtata new toBpouoda* 

IQ* HilE« liata of nowa or v«rba* v 

II* Htlta a atoEy ualng nbuaca* 

12* " Esttnd atorlaa atudtnts hm^ raad* w 
* a* If tbcy read a atoty about world racorda* %aya , thca^Writa 
about a world record thay would Ilka to aat* 
b* If th«y read a atory^about aotteona baing afrtld of aoM? 
tliiiit, htye ythtm writa-about a time vban tbcy vera afrtld*^, 
13* After doing a play> write Iatt%ra inviting aootber c3Aaa to aae 
jtba pliy* ^ 

V • 

M* Do leasona for learning lattata of tba alpbabat. * } 
a* Wkh a banana ahcpa* ?1II It wltb^'* vonda* 9 

b* Faint a^plcture of a red roaa«^ tfrlte a pbvaae'to .^tch " 

* 

the plctura* ' v ^ ' * 

15*^ Rea^e atory to tha deaa, but do not read tbe coding* Have 

the students wrlta an ending, Coapara* , ^ . ^ 

I6« tfrlta a glossary for tha reading book/taxt* 
17* Mike pictures of words that bagln with vowel bounds* Example; 
^ 'kppla, agg)' Indian^ octopus, and uobralla* Kow wrlta all ab^ut 

appla^, agga, J** 
18* Vrlta about field trips: 

a* ?oIlow flald trlps.wltb en axpaflenca chart* 

b* tfrlta about n^w things you saw on the trip — paople, 

ani«alSt ^pes of buU^dings^ etc* * ^ * 

i 1 ^ * 
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19. Hakft hAod ptippet« of 'chauct«r» from « well known ^totv. Have ^ 

several children ranrlte the stoty^ ,Prea«nt the'puppet ahotf 

• '• ^ 

to the cUss. 

20* Hake* your own readers. Have children teH you words they would 

Uke to leftcn^ Add then to, the reader. ^^Xlluat^ate^ Read each 

day. ' , ■ ■ ^ ^ 

21, Hake a thesaurus « * ' ' ^ ^ 

ii. J^rlte a fable. 

Hake a book. Including £he addresses and tJtlephoni nuai^era of 

your classmates.' > 
2A. Practice filling out various types of order fon>s for taagaslne 

subscriptions, catalog orders, etc. ' 
25* ^Research and yjcite up Usts^of^rules to follow In aify type of 

^ eaergency at hone, plsy» school; car, in a fire, tornado, 

^ . 

flood, etc« " 

26. Redesign faalllar signs, sue)! as a stop sign, pedestrian cross- 

ly ' 

Ing^ or railroad crossing. ^ v . 

27. Create telephone yellow pages on the' skills, sbllltles and hobbles 
of your classmates r > ' 

28. Create new labels for cans of food^ * ^ 

29. Hake a map of your schools Turn the halls. into st^^etst rooms into 

' houses and stores, etc* *' , 

^ V . 

30. Write-up recipes for things other than food, such as loi^Q*, 
happiness, good study habits, e^c. 

^l. Write warranties for common classroom objects, such as a^encll 

or notebook* * 
32* Practice taking te leph one *mes sages. , • 



3?* ^Kik« m Hit of ipplljmcts In your hOM* 

34* Traiwcrlbft coavmtMtioti*^ Into vrltr«ii form* 

* * I ■ * ' 
35* t^*^^^^^ n«irap«(«z irt^^cles* 

36* Vrltf up your own yotk contrdTctt., , ^ \ 

37^ Hrltt A coMcrdal UAing permiMlve vords. ^ 
38. Vr^tt tbe'fixiC^or^lm niMi of tbe itud»it« In t^e class 1^ 



V ilphabttlcal^ order <^ 



39* Crcttctyour own cMlc itrlp* % ^ 
AO* Create ^^lau mtgmxltie'vHlch Incl^do ^o^sms, jokest atodest 

41* Show en latirettlng pbotogreph, picture* or pelntliag* 'After 
children mite' iibout Itt cow^rt etudenta^ inpreeslons* 

42* . ^etitl« tooket «xp^rl»etite, chapter tltl««| aeteonff, fftellnfi, 
deye of tbe vaek, '»ood* vords* (The llet le etidl'ese*) ^ 

43* Write iibout 'e femou^ jptrcon of the piat, en explorer, e sclentlet, 

V - * ' 

or •"TV atar.. t * * 

" * * t. 

44* Write thaiik^9u 4ettere to ^eople^iho have done sonethlng nice 
* for you^ - ' T 

45* Create a blrt^a}^^£ar^or other clasafflatas* 

► * * 

^6* Write a claas constitution and class rulee* 

* ' ' * 

47* Witlte outlines* 
* 

4CU Write to pen pals* 

* * 

49* Write slogans for bustper stackers* 

50» Develop travelogues and pocket travel guides* 

51.. Write captions for pictures* 

52» Write song lyrics* i 
* 

53* Create your own books* 
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f 

54* Keep a caleadtr or diary* - 
55* Write telegrass* , 

56* Vtire up show^end^tells into arricle form. » 

57* Wrire directions to sake ox do thing9» to travel^ to play a 

* ' 

gane* 



5S* Write an advertlsft«nt full of fact^» or full of opinions^. 
59* Create a^^ear Abby. Exchange with a friend and wrlre answers 

to each others' probleits'. 
60. tfske a list of the sounds, you hear for bro minutes at diifferent 

times of the day. - * 

61* Vtire a letter to a sick classmate telling ^bout ^at is 

happcniog at school* 
B" f OCTAL STUDIES 

1. Write wither reports*. ' ' I 

2* Wrl6e news articles^ for school or local newspapers* 
3* Keep a log of events imthe classroom. ^ 



4* Write a book report on supplementary social studies reading. 
5* WEite letters for free information on a topic of interest to' 

the student* ^ , 

6*^ When studying about various places in .social studies^ write 

stories as if you were there* 
7* Wrire letters to historical figures from social studies units. 

JS."" Ilave weekly /bimonthly opinion poll abour something studied. 

'"J 

9' Analyze advert isemenrs from magazines, TV, nevsjpapers, radio* 

Critique them. ■ 
10* .Write to agencies that deal with endangered plants and animals* 
Ask how we can protect our wildlife. 
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11* Tind m& Incete^tlnS-looktiig landmttk In ot atdund yout school , 

And create an Interesting story about It, 
12^ Coopoee a comnltf dltectory listing na&es, addtesseo, and phone 

^ ' nuabcrs of vatlous coiHnmlty agencies and resoutces*. 
13r« Vtlte fictitious, diaries fot chatactets studied In history. 
l4t Vtlte editorials on cuttent Issues* ^ , , 

15* Vtlte su;nriitlea of encyclopedia attlcles* 

16* Compose eulogies and epitaphs, ^ - 

17* Vtlte glossatlea of terms, names, events, and places being studied* 
18*- Vtlte jingles and slogans fot yout favorite ptoducta*. 
19* Vtlte birth certificates fot youtself^ clasametes, and famous 
people* 

20*^ Vtlte netfspapet headlines fot events in the past* 
21, Vtlte bi«i^aphies of famous petsons* 
(22, Hake time Unes, . ^ 

'* 

23. Ftepate intervi^ questions* * 

24 «^ -List yout skills, s£tllities, hobbies, and faults* 

25* Hak^ a list ^f occupations* Vtlte about a job-you m^y like 

tc have* , * , y 

26* VtitQ about hov we can help othet people in a specific enetgency, 

■ . ■ * ' 

such as a storm* 

27, Vtlte about ways we can be ecological in oui^ homes and schools* 

28. Make a list' of i^psid services you petform fot othets* 

29* Research fobds e^cen in various counttiea* ' Vtlte a tepott compar- 
ing them CQ the foods we eat ^n Ameritca* 
^ ■ ■ " ^ * ^ 

30* Research and tepott on clothing needs fot different climates* 
31* Make 4 ttavel btochute o^ places to visit ill yout coOTaunicy. -* 
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32. tfrlte lett^s to public services and agencies inquiring about 

the fi«rvices they perforvi* 
33* Make & dictionary of coemon abbreviationa-^atstes, profeaaiona,. 
^ txtlea, atreeta* 

34* Cr^te an inagiaary family* Write a budget this Eaully nuat 

follow based on a given income » Vary the inc^e and rewrite 

the budget* " " - 

35* Hake a list of ways to spend leisure time* 
36* Hake a nap aod -key Of your clasaroov, school playground* fiotae, 

or room^ 

37. Keaearch an ethnic group p Export on conttibutiona they have 
' made* * * ' , 

38*- Write a list of coosuonly found aex-role stereotypea. 

39. Research the history of the flag* Urite what it now meana to 
you* 1 '■ ' ' " ^ 

40. Write about what "freedom of speech" loeans to you* 

41* Make a list of your reaponsibilities to pets, family menbera, 

self, clasaoatea, or conmunlty* 
* 

C* SCIEKCE ^ . ■ 

I* Write a report indicating essential elements in a scientific 

* * 9 

*process»^ Selects a process* Uaing key words* froei each step iiv the 

process* list a 'chronological sequence of events* Write what 

* - , • 

^ * ^ 

' happens if all the steps are followed correctly* 

2* Write what 6ouId have happened if a particular step*vere changed.' 

3-. Write a book report^on a supplei&entary scieoce book* ^ 

4« Develop a glossary, of science tersis* 

5* 9ecor<] minute* hourly* or daily changes in a scie*tc<* experiment 
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or ol>#«mtion euch as a luitchlns egg, an ant fam, «ii aquarlua* 
6* Do #ftiiiory writios* Vtit« «h»t each #en«e doet« vhat it 

, irould h% llk« to bt idtlUHtt one #en#it« 
/* CtMta a paapbl«t baied on aoaetblng studied Iti sclaoca* 
8* Wtita fact and opinli^n atatamanti about a acience exparlnaiit* 

ttacocjftiax^iiMtliat and coipate it to an aloaiuc predictions 
lOl Craata your otm fatvats^alBahac* 

11* Saaaatcb and tapott on faaoua paoplc iti^ttie scientific fiald* . 
Brav a tl»e Ui^c and date thait discovecles* , 

12* Itased on vhat fooda people need to coti^ne each day, write up 

^ If . ' ^ - 

.Mwa fot yout fattlly^ 
13« Vtite up a schedule for caring Tot clasatooK pets ot plants* 
14* write ncwspapet articles based on science experlMots* ' 
15* Vtite po«u about patts of yout body* 
16* Vtite atorlas ii>out ptehlstoflc animals* 
T>. MATH 

1* Vrlte laaginatlve story ptoblevs* Exchange with a cl?4ssate 
andaolve* 

2* Itokt a grocery list fot your fanily* Calculate the total cost, 

t * ' * 

^ subtracting aaounts fot coupood and bottle deposits* 
3* Take an iaaglnary ttlp to Disneyland* Bov ttucb uoney will you , 

need for rides, touta* and'foo^* Don*t fotget your admission feel 
4* Keep a claas checldng and savings account* 
5* Keep a glossary of asth- teems* ^ 
6* Design ctoaswotd pusj&ies^ using math tertss* 

7* Vrite(ia votde)a complex math ptc^lem*' Have a ftiend solves it.. 
^ Gscample: Add seven «nd tent add two mote; take nine away from 
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the total; nov «ultlply by. two* Hhmt 1ft your inatterT (tw«iit;) 

. - ^ i 

8* Ualog 0I4 catalogs* decide how to apend $20^ Omplete'tbe order 

} * " 

bXeok* " ^ ^ ^ . ' 

9* Creete.e ttory about what Ufe would bt'lllce If we had no uuiibere* 

10* Vrlte a atory about a friendship between addition and ^subtraction* 

11* Vrlte'a poa ualtkg as ttaay nath teroa as possible* 

12* Vrlte a speech that^trles to persuade sotteone that i^tth Is the 

best subject* ' 



Hut/ temcliers «t the priJMlry l«vel org mlsft amt«nt treas 
tlMMf ixcURd special days* Studying holidays tan fttfinilate 
studmt WTitisf* The folioidsig writltit activities can be used 
for special days* 
Septeifeer 
Labor Day 

Research backaround of Labor Day* Have each student ^ 
write about what Labor Day mins^to hi«* Coobine into ^ 
. bdol:let* 

First Day of Scltool - * - ~ 

-Invent a new school si^bject* Write about it* . 
'"•Ifrite about a new school holiday* ' ^ 

-Write about a visit to aT school of the future. ^ 

-Ifrite up classroott rules* Fost them. 
First Day of Fall _ ' ' - 

*1frite'^ llmericl: using wards;you i^sociate with fall. 

'Investigate legends about Indian SuMers* Write about them. 

*Find Qut ifh y leaves change colors In the fall* Report on 
the process* , ^ i ^ 

October ' ■ ^ ^'^ ' 

Fire Prevention Week 

^Create posters and'slogans about fire prevention* 

-Write a letter to the loqal newspaper explaining how people 
in your comnity can prevent fires. 

-Write an article for your class or school newspaper on fire 
prsvention. 
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-^Write a letter to the local newspaper explaining ho^ people 
in your comunity can prevent fir^s. ~ * - ^ 

- ^Iftfite an article for your'class or school newspaper on fXtt 
^ prevention/ 

-Write a lettei^ to your local fix6 departnent. asking if 
someone could talk to your class^^ Hake a list of questions 
^ / to ask. ■ . , * 

-Study how methods of firefighting have changed ^ver the 
years. ^ 
C^^lunBus Day 

-Write ^ .play about Xoluabus* trip Wd the discoveiy of 
America. ' ■ , ^ ' 

\ -Pretend that you were on one of Colunibu&* ships* Write a 
log about yot^ tripv Be '^ure to include- your feelings. 

'Hrite.a thaitk-^you letter to Columbus foi^ discovering 
America. 

' -Write abCLt how Colmfbus' must have felt on his long voyage. 
Halloween 

-Write a scary-stoiy. Select Sf^eone to read it over the PA 

♦ r 

system or tape record^ it for a local radio station. 
-Make up a story about the plants t^t would be in aWtch^s 

garden. " ^ . • ' 

-Write an olituary for a*^tch*^ L ^^^^ i 

'Write a letter to someone who has nev^r heard of Halloween 

before. Explain to them what Halloween is. / 
-Write as many words associated with -Halloween as you can. 
-^Loai^n about the growth^of a pumpkin froBi seed to harvest. 



Itrite vip your resMidK^ 

^Tsll thrft* dlffmnt ways a piflipklti can be used. 

»D«3c^be a scary rook you say find In a spook housa^ 
Wmf<wber ^ ' - 

Kational: Book Itaak • National -C&ldxan's Librar/ ffeek 

-Writa to £avor£t« authors tailing idiy-you like their books, 
r <-Haka a colltga of favorlta authors tn<i booV titles. 

-Writa a thahk you lottex to your libxaxian^ * ^ 

,*Laant how -books txe aada. R^ort bach to your class* 

•*tf|rita a raport on tha Dcv«y Dociaal^Systw^ 

■* ■ " ' 

*WciX^ nawspapar haadlinas announcing library Kaak. 

*tftita a dif^axant- ending for ona of your favorlta books.. 

*1frita 'about a favorita cHaractar^ tailing wliy you would like 
' ' tb be that parson. \ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

*Have 4th or 5th graders write a book for 1st graders . Use 
Dolch.llst fox" a controlled vocabulai^/ 

•Display books written by ^children in the library. . ' 
Thaiibgiving ' - ^ 



<Coaq[»aTe Thanksgiving today with the first ThaiiksgWing. 
*Krite thank you notes to people who help in school— principal 

aides, janitor, bus driver, librarian, volunteers. 
*Wjrite about. a Thanksgiving Day that you spent away fron ^ 

heme.' * 

-l^ite a letter to a classmate tel^ng what you axe thankfiil 
for. ... 
^Plan a Thanksgiving iienu. Make a shopping list for it. 
,^Krite -a Thanksgiving puppet show. i__ 



Decem ber ^ 

First Day of IfintJer ^ . ^ 

- **Make a list of words nhich describe snow or ulnter^ 
-Write a story about a snowflake who turns into s person* 
^ /Make a list of winter activities. 
-Write about your £a>rorlte winter nonth* 
-Compare Fahrenheit and centigrade ^(^F ani *'C). ^ 
tlannakuh , ^ 

-Research the meaning of Hannakuh and report on It to the 
class. - \ 

-f4ake a list of vocabulary words and meanings associated ^th 
Bannakuh* ' _ * 

Christmas * " " 

-Write about what Christmas .means to ^ou* 
-Make^ list of items Santa will need in order to keep his 
eives busy. ■ ■ 

-Investigate ChrlstnasUustq^s of other .countries. ^ ^ 

- After studying ChrlsttDas In other lands^ write about where* 

you wtuld like to spend ChrlstSas this year*- Be sure_to,_ 
Include why. 

-Write about a Christmas tradition In yotnr family. 
-Make a li^ of words associated with the holiday ^eason^ 
-Write a letter to Santa. V * " 

-Christmas -is a time of gmng^ What can yog give without 

spending' money? * ' ■ 

^ "Write creative ways In which you could change Christmajs to 

make it better^ - " . * 
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*Build m new toy* Write dlreetioni for putting it together. 
I'. ' * ' ^ 

-Hrlte about w^t you Mould do if you were Sintm Cl«us, 

*lfrlte your Chti$tBM wishes* Hothing can hf^ materialistic* 

*Chanfo the words to m Christiaas song, « 
January * * . 

New Year's Day / . *■> ■ 

-Write twtf Or three inportant events that happened during the' 

past year* * ^ " , 

^ ^Make-a listjof-predictions for this year, 

-Tell what you $r your teacher could do^ differently for the . 
reminder o^ the^school year* * ^* 

-Make a list of personal New Itesolutions* 

-Make a list. of classrobn resolutions^ 

-Make a list of world resolutions: 

* 

-Read ahout^the Jewish and Chinese Ndw Year's* 



-Htfrite a story about a New Yearns Ball* 
Fehruary ' 

Ground Hog iJay / ^ 

-Write a story >bout a day in the life of a ground hog* ^ 
^Investigate the hlstoiy of ground hog day* 

George Wa^lngton*s Birthday / 

* ' ^ 

"%ite a letter to George thanking him foi- his contributions 
to our country, - " , ^ 

-Write about the clothes people wore, during Washington's, tiAe, 
*Tell how you think George Washington felt being the first 
president* 

* r 

.Valentine^s Day 
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'Krite a note to a secret valentine , 
'Write a Valentine poem to someone you lovo. 

i * 
i - gf 

'Write a ^Valentine play ai\d perform it for others* 
'Wtite aboat ways ydti can celebrate Valentine's Pay* 
* •>4atce valentines instead^-of buying tbem* 
'Have each^child cut a paper'heaxt* Write directions on it 
for another child, to follow. Font a circle* Read aiid do. 

, , ■ . . . ■ ■ ' . " 

(ex«-Tact lik« a frog, bark like 8 tiog, run, walk, stand. . 
Abraham Lincoln's Birthday ^ ^ 

'Wtlte a thank-*you letter' to Abe for his contributions to pur 
■ country* 

-Investigate the li'fo of Abe Lincoln* .Report on one inter* 
^-esting aspect* 

Harch _ * ^ , " ^ 

Su Patrick* s pay * * / 

-Write a letter to a leprechaun*. 

-Find out what the Blarney Stone is* ^ . 

-Research Ireland* tfrite some facts sbodt this country* 

-What would life be like without green? tftite^abwt it> 

-Put a white msm or daisy into water • Add green Vopd ' j*- 

* * ( f-* 

- coloring* Watch it^and write about what happened* , 
First Day of Spring 

- -Make.a list of signs offspring* 

' -Keep a record of when you saw the first robin, *iiisect, buds 
and flowers* 

f^y-VTake a spring walk* Write about .things you saw and heard* 
National Wildlife' Week. 
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*irrlt# iboat nhat you can do to pt«54tve wildlife.. * 4 
*Iiifv#stigite att extinct or-end«nfered plant or ininal* tfrite 

about it* 

* 

A|>rll . 

* 

*1frite an April Fool's Dm/ note to soMone* 

*Htke a list of April Fool's Day tricks* 
Axbor Day r 

*lfrite a report on a specific type of tree* 

-Hike a chart displaying various kinds of leaves^^^"'^ 

-list steps for planting a tree* 
Easter 

*list all the Mays to use an egg* Nh^t do you think is the 
■ * 

best way? Why? . 

*»*rite a pliy about **fy*life as the "Easter Bunny," 
-Tell what the^Easter bunny does during the winter* 
*tfrite about lif<e as, a jelly bean* 

-Hike a list of vocabulary words you associate with Easter* 
^*Beport on Easter customs in other countries* 

Kay Day 

•Pretend you are a flower* Write about&your life* 

*tfr£te a report on a garden ^jaf wild flowers* 

«-Inyestigate._the history of May" Day* 

*label the parts of a flower* * ^ 

4.^ 



Mother's Day * ^ ' " 

*Vrite i note to your nother or to i^oneone Who lias befbn like; 



a sother to you^ Thvik the«*for all they Have done* 
-Write about v^ys you can nalce^your mother happy* 
, * -^to about, Whit your mother does during the day* 

-List the things your Mother 4oos^ £6r you* ^ , ^ " 

i"' * . ■ ' . 

-Cteate a Mothei^*s Day card. 1 

\ 

\_ -Put a wrdT on each petal or a flower* Use these words in a- 

- t> 

story* ' . - ^- ^ < > 

4 

The UNICEF calendar has a list of 'fecial days"*which are less 
'^bonmonly known^ "but which -will stimulate interest in other 'culfures 

This calendar and a resource x:ollection ,of materials on children 

• ^ * ^ *^ 

around the world are available fx^ 

• * * 

* 

" ^ United States Dmittcc for tWICEF 
351 EaU 38lth Street 
New Xorlc> Kew York, 10016 



■ / 
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